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Happy Holidays from FMCC!! 
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December Camera Club members listen to club 

announcements. 

 
 

 
 
Dates to Remember 
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We Will Miss Our Friend 
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Birds Found on Sanibel Island 
 

Frank Moore and Mary McCoy enjoy a beautiful day 
with lots of birds at Ding Darling Refuge. 

 

 
 

You just never know who’ll be watching.  Below: Joe 
Moran, Mike Fisher, Suzie George. 
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These contacts are also on the web site but it 
might be handy to have them in this format, 
too. 
Tom Kreulen, President, 239-549-7934 
tkreulen@comcast.net 
Judith Demkow, Vice President, 239-549-0695 
jdemkow@msn.com 
Rosalie Kreulen, Secretary, 239-540-0132 
rkreulen@comcast.net 
Cindi Bateman, Treasurer, 239-573-1727 
ncbateman1@aol.com 
Frank Wilson, Slide Chairman, 239-433-1482 
fandmwilson@comcast.net 
Karen Lund, Digital Chairman, 239-482-7292 
karenlund@aol.com 
Jeanne Tyrer, Field Trips, 239-936-5749 
jeanneit@aol.com 
Marie Murray, Newsletter, 239-939-4554 
Murray770@aol.com 
Bobette Pfeifer, Prints, 239-395-1292 
nbpfeifer88@aol.com 
Sharon Antonelli, Banquets, 239-590-0717 
saphoto4u@embargmail.com 
Bonnie Chamberlain, Refreshments, 239-437- 
1649 bobcphoto@msn.com 
 

Mostly for New Members 
I’ve been with the Ft. Myers Camera Club for approx . 
four years; the NANPA club for more than ten.  I 
must admit that as a new member, I often wondered 
why I was paying good money to enter competitions 
that I never won, and never got recognition for.  T o 
be honest, I still don’t; but I no longer get frust rated.  
I simply have learned to realize that in the time I ’ve 
belonged to this camera club, I’ve become a much 
better photographer.  My images are sharper; my 
composition is better.  I think of it as my class f or 
improvement.  The club keeps raising the bar.  If I ’d 
entered shots that I’m taking two years ago, they’d  
have been best of show.  We all learn, we all 
improve, and while we don’t always get the 
placement awards we’d like, we all become better 
photographers.  I had a hard time recognizing a 
“soft” focus for a long time.  Your eye has to 
become accustomed to sharpness.  Now, before I 
enter a shot, I pull it up in Photoshop and look at  the 
actual pixels.  Using a tripod makes a big differen ce.  
I never thought I’d say that.  It’s such a trade of f for 
the freedom you have without one.  Composition is 

sometimes a learned skill.  The critiquing sessions  
at camera club really help to develop your eye for 
composition.  And then of course, lighting is 
everything.  Camera club taught me the value of 
going out when the sun rises, and shooting at dusk.   
No amount of camera adjustment can compare to 
correcting the time you go shooting. 
In any event, don’t be discouraged if you don’t lea rn 
it all immediately.  Most of us are still learning every 
day.  Photoshop is a very intimidating program.  It  
takes years to conquer.  Don’t kick yourself if you  
don’t learn it in 3 months.  If you do, I’m the one  who 
needs to kick themself. 
You’ll meet the nicest, most helpful people here wh o 
speak your language, feel your pain, and are anxiou s 
to help you.  Introduce yourself.  Ask questions, a nd 
enjoy the journey. 
 
Letters to the Editor 
I encourage you to use this newsletter as a place where 
you can express your views and ask questions.  You 
may do so anonymously if you prefer, but your views 
matter to all of us.  Just e-mail me at 
www.murray770@aol.com and let your voice, opinion be 
heard. 

 
Change 
This year, for the first time, we’ve instituted some 
change in the format of our meetings.  Having the 
judging done ahead of time had allowed for shorter time 
frames going through the entries.  Tom has done a great 
job of getting outside judges.  In the past, our own 
members judged entries.  It was difficult because we all 
could recognize each other’s work.  Having judges who 
are not club members has brought great diversity and 
fairness to everyone involved in our competitions. 
 

THANK YOU 

 Thanks to Janet 
Bigalke for judging the latest competition.  We so 
appreciate your contribution to the club. 

 


